










NEWS    During the weekend of Nov. 8-9 the ACPC Board met in 
suburban St. Louis at the Hilton Frontenac Hotel.  
    Several important decisions were announced. The Spring 
Board meeting is scheduled to take place in Savannah, GA 
Feb. 28-Mar. 1, and  the ACPC convention will take place in 
Buffalo, NY (see page one of this issue). The board viewed 
a presentation about the National History Day Competition 
for grammar and high school students narrated by Debbie 
Majka with a view to have the ACPC encourage the  par-
ticipants to use events from Polish and Polish-American 
history. This is already happening to some extent as last 
year’s student projects included the Solidarity Movement 
and Polish immigrant participation in early US Labor Union 
activity.    

    Another presen-
tation referenced 
the work of Bar-
bara Myszynska 
who is proceeding 
with her docu-
mentary about 
bridge builder                                       
Ralph Modjeski. 
A contribution     
was approved in 
support of this                                                                           
important film 
project. 
Incidentally Ms. 
Myszynska and 
her film crew were 
in Washington DC 

on January 27th doing research and gathering audio visual 
materials at the Smithsonian Museum of American history 
which has an extensive Modjeski archive.
    Final preparations were concluded for the National Con-
ference for the Social Studies (NCSS) that took place in 
St. Louis on  Nov. 22-23. Cecilia and Raymond Glembocki 
were assisted by Honorary Consul of Philadelphia, Debbie 
Majka and the Honorable Edward and Mrs. Brzezinski of 
the St. Louis chapter affiliate of ACPC.
    Grants of $500 were awarded to the American Institute of 
Polish Culture of Tampa Bay, FL for The Wall Speaks project 
and to the Polish Heritage Club of Syracuse, NY to organize 
an archive of historical documents at the local Polish Home.
    On Saturday evening, our hosts, the Polish American 
Cultural Society of Metro St. Louis, held their annual 
Polonez Ball at the Sunset Hills Country Club. Present at 
the ball was the Consul of the Republic of Poland from 
Chicago Paulina Kapuscinska with her husband. Two 
groups performed, the Alexander Ballet with an excerpt 
from Coppelia and the Lajkonik Folk Dancers with 
a repertory of traditional Polish dance.
    Our thanks to The Polish American Cultural Society of 
St. Louis and Robert J. Szydlowki, president, for hosting 
the Board Meeting.

    The ACPC Affiliate Grants Committee is pleased to an-
nounce that two Affiliates have made successful application 
for 2013 matching grant funds to develop exciting projects.   
Grants of $500 each were awarded at the 2013 fall St. Louis 
Board Meeting to:
Polish Heritage Club of Syracuse, NY, Robert Synakowski, 
President.  The project, “Preserve Syracuse’s Polish History,” 
will include an extensive photo exhibit of Polonia organiza-
tions and persons (many of whom are unidentified).  Attend-
ees will be asked to identify as many individuals as possible 
and to share memories, stories and historical details that will 
be captured on oral history recording equipment.  In addition 
to covering partial costs of this event, a portion of the grant 
money will be invested in acid-free, archival-quality storage 
containers to guarantee a long life for this precious local cul-
tural history in Syracuse’s Polish Home.  Countless volunteer 
hours have and continue to be devoted to seeing this project to 
fruition.
    American Institute of Polish Culture, Tampa Bay, FL; 
Krystyna Markut, President.  “The Wall Speaks” is a project 
about Polish children and teenagers affected by the subhuman 
cataclysm of World War II.  Modern interactive multimedia 
exhibits featuring short artistic documentary films, photo ex-
hibits, concerts, workshops and seminars are being presented 
at American universities, museums and schools.  Author and 
director of the project is Wojtek Sawa -- film maker and visual 
artist residing in Florida.  “The Wall Speaks” has been present-
ed at the Polish Film Festival of America, Art Center Sarasota, 
Gainesville Cultural Affairs Department, University of Florida 
Center for European Studies, John Paul II Center in Clearwater 
and a month long exhibit at Northeastern Illinois University in 
Chicago.  It is expected to be an ongoing project.
    The above mentioned awards add to the variety and scope 
of endeavors the Grants Committee has funded since its 
inception in 2010.  Congratulations to our Affiliates on their 
outstanding efforts in propagating and preserving our Polish 
Heritage!
    Affiliates interested in more information about the ACPC 
Matching Grants Program may find the information and ap-
plication form on our website: www.polishcultureacpc.org.   

At the presentation of the 2013 Affiliate Grants Awards were, (left to right) 
1st Vice President Mary Ellen Tyszka; Thomas Payne; Robert Synakowski;  
Recording Secretary Marcia Lewandowski; President Camille Kopielski; and 
Affiliate Grants Committee member Deborah Majka.

AFFILIATE GRANTS AWARDED 
AT 2013 FALL BOARD MEETING

Fall Board Meeting in St. Louis

Deborah Majka, The Consul of the Republic 
of Poland from Chicago Paulina Kapuscinska 
and President Camille Kopielski at the 
St. Louis Polonez Ball.

   Po l ish  Her i tage    •  Winter 2014      Winter 2014  •  Pol ish Her i tage   P a g e  1 1



Polish Heritage is the official publication of the American Council for Polish 
Culture, a confederation of affiliated Polish American organizations and 
individuals in the continental United States, propagating the knowledge and
 appreciation of the culture and civilization of Poland, and the contributions 
of Americans of Polish descent to the history and culture of the United States 
of America. The Council conceived and helped fund the establishment of the 
American Center of Polish Culture in Washington, D. C.

Reprints are permitted providing that credit is given to ACPC Polish Heritage 
and copy to the editor.

Annual Subscription to Polish Heritage:

U.S. - 1 yr. $10  2 yrs. $18  Canada/Foreign - 1 yr.$15

Individual Membership in ACPC including Subscription:
U.S. - 1 yr. $10  2 yrs. $18  Canada/Foreign - 1 yr.$15

Attention Affiliate and Supporting Members:
Please email all submissions to djm713@yahoo.com.
Photos should be submitted in jpeg format, 300 DPI.  Mailed photos will not be 
returned. Please submit all articles as a Word document or imbedded in an email 
and send to djm713@yahoo.com.
The editorial staff are not responsible for transcription errors for handwritten 
or typewritten submissions.

Editorial Office: David Motak, 3205 Kennebec Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15241.
Business Office:  805 N Hickory Ridge Road, Highland, MI 48357-4126

Address Service Requested

Business Office
805 N Hickory Ridge Road, 
Highland, MI 48357-4126

Polish Heritage NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE 

PAID
PITTSBURGH, PA
PERMIT NO. 5605


